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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN RECOGNITION OF PAUL A.
GRAF, JR.

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
applaud Paul A. Graf, Jr. for his swift and cou-
rageous action to protect a family and their
pets from an apartment fire.

Mr. Graf is a letter carrier for the United
States Postal Service. On February 16, 2016
while on his route, he noticed smoke coming
from an apartment. He called 9-1-1 and took
immediate action to make sure that there was
no one inside the apartment.

Mr. Graf’s actions prevented a possibly life-
threatening tragedy. The Ridley Park commu-
nity he serves and the greater Philadelphia
area are grateful for his vigilance and hard
work on the job.

SUPPORTING THE AIRR ACT

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, as the House continues its work on
long-term reauthorization and reform of the
Federal Aviation Administration and related
programs, | would like to reiterate my support
for commonsense provisions included in H.R.
4441, the Aviation Innovation, Reform, and
Reauthorization Act of 2016, which would en-
sure the safety of our commercial aircraft and
passengers.

Mr. Speaker, early last year | met with my
constituent, Justin Madden, who is the Na-
tional Secretary/Treasurer for the Aircraft Me-
chanics Fraternal Association (AMFA), which
represents the aircraft maintenance techni-
cians of both Southwest Airlines and Alaska
Airlines. During the course of our conversa-
tion, we discussed many issues impacting the
aviation industry, including safety. Justin
brought to my attention that he and his col-
leagues are subject to background checks, as
well as pre-employment and random drug
tests, yet their counterparts at foreign aircraft
repair stations are not required to meet the
same safety precautions.

As the amount of maintenance work per-
formed on U.S. aircraft at foreign repair sta-
tions increases, we must do more to ensure
that the employees at these stations are also
held to the same level of professional stand-
ards as their counterparts at U.S repair sta-
tions.

On October 31st of last year, Russian
Metrojet Flight 9268 disintegrated over the
Sinai Peninsula. All 224 people on board the
flight tragically died that day. On January 29,
2016, Reuters reported that a mechanic had
been detained and was suspected of planting

a bomb, which he had been given by his
cousin, who was a member of ISIS. Two po-
licemen and a baggage handler were also
suspected of helping the mechanic. This inci-
dent alone should give us pause as we think
about the safety of American aircraft and the
American flying public.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Transportation
& Infrastructure Committee Chairman BILL
SHUSTER for his commitment to safety and for
working with me and Representative DAN
LIPINSKI and Representative LOU BARLETTA to
include Section 402 in the Aviation, Innova-
tion, Reform, and Reauthorization Act.

This provision marks a bipartisan, common-
sense step forward in ensuring that back-
ground checks and drug tests are required of
employees at foreign repair stations who work
on U.S. commercial aircraft, strengthening
America’s commitment to protecting its citi-
zens and ensuring safe air travel.

————————

COMMEMORATING 100 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF
THOMAS BUILT BUSES

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, every school
day, around 450,000 school buses transport
more than 24 million children to and from
schools and school-related activities, making
school buses the largest mass transit program
in the U.S. (National Wildlife Federation).

| rise today to recognize Perley A. Thomas
and his family who have aided in the transpor-
tation system for many generations.

Thomas Built Buses started in 1916 in High
Point, North Carolina and since then, the
Thomas children and grandchildren have built
a national reputation among the school bus
business.

In 2011, Thomas Built Buses became the
first, and remains the only, school bus manu-
facturer to achieve Zero-Waste-to-Landfill op-
erations, demonstrating its industry leadership
as a driving force in facility waste manage-
ment and environmental commitment.

Today, a decade into the school bus occu-
pation, Thomas Built Buses offers school, ac-
tivity, green, childcare, specialty and commer-
cial buses across the nation.

As the United States Congresswoman for
North Carolina’s 12th Congressional District, |
am proud to offer my congratulations for 100
years of service and best wishes to you.
Thank you for making such a positive impact
in this country and for many years to come.

HONORING CHIEF DEPUTY JERRY
RICE

HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Chief Deputy Jerry Rice of Hender-
son County, North Carolina. On behalf of the
people of Western North Carolina, | would like
to thank Chief Deputy Rice for his dedication
to Henderson County, and congratulate him
on his retirement after three decades of faith-
ful service.

Chief Deputy Rice’s long career in law en-
forcement began in 1986 with a position as a
tele-communicator for the Brevard Police De-
partment. That same year he completed Basic
Law Enforcement training and subsequently
worked as a patrol officer with the Brevard Po-
lice Department. In July 1987, Chief Deputy
Rice began service with the Henderson Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office. There, he spent time in a
wide range of roles, working at different points
as a patrol deputy, a field training officer, a
detective, and an undercover narcotics investi-
gator. Later in his career, he held several su-
pervisory positions in the Sheriff's Office serv-
ing as Detective Sergeant over Drug Enforce-
ment, Detective Lieutenant supervising Prop-
erty Crimes, Operations Lieutenant in CID,
Chief Administrator of the Henderson County
Detention Facility, and Operations Major. Over
the course of his career, Chief Deputy Rice
also spent six years as a member of SWAT,
became a Rifle Marksman and a general and
specialized firearms instructor, earned a li-
cense as a polygraph examiner, and became
an airplane and rotary wing law enforcement
pilot.

Throughout his time with the Henderson
County Sheriff's Office, Chief Deputy Rice was
known for friendship, helpfulness, and dedica-
tion to the mission of his office. He earned a
reputation for his clear understanding of the
issues facing Henderson County and for his
reasoned voice and counsel. | am proud to
honor Chief Deputy Jerry Rice for his lifelong
commitment to public service and to express
the gratitude of myself and the people of
Western North Carolina.

———

IN HONOR OF POLICE CHIEF JOHN
FOSTER, 35 YEARS OF LAW EN-
FORCEMENT

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, on behalf of myself and Mr. LAMALFA,
to honor the service of Police Chief John Fos-
ter, who has kept the citizens of Grass Valley,
California, safe for 17 years.

As a police officer for 35 years, Chief Foster
has dedicated his life to public welfare and
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